Willmar Noon Lions Club
History Notes

Willmar, Minnesota
Prepared By
Donn Winckler – Club Historian
(Last Update: December 2017)

The following is information on the Willmar Noon Lions Club. It is a living document, in that it is
intended that it will be kept updated as new information is presented. For that reason the text
and pictures are not presented as a narrative, but as various subject matter broken down
between the different club eras.
If anyone has information on club history that you believe would be a contribution, please let
Donn Winckler know. It would also be helpful if Club members have any old photos of club
activities in the past, to also let Club Historian Winckler know. He can borrow the photos to
scan them into a picture data base on the Willmar Noon Lions Club that he maintains.
The intention of this document is to help preserve the memories of the Willmar Noon Lions
Club to showcase Club accomplishments and enjoyable moments, but to also help inspire the
Club to continue to live up to the Lions’ motto “We Serve”.

1

Willmar Noon Lions History
Table of Contents
Beginning Page
Willmar Lions Club Beginnings

3

Early Years (1940 to 1969)

5

Years 1970 to 1999

9

Years 2000 to Present

17

Other Information

41

Background Information

48

Lions Club International Brief History

54

2

Willmar Lions Club Beginnings:
The Willmar Lions Club began in September 13, 1940. There were 30 charter members. The
Club was sponsored by the Morris Lions Club. V. W. Lundquist was the Club’s first President.
The Club’s Charter Night was held at the Lakeland Hotel on the evening of October 14, 1940.
Approximately 125 persons attended. Lion Clubs from the cities of Minneapolis, St. Paul, Little
Falls, Redwood Falls, Morris, St. Cloud, Mankato, New Ulm, Hopkins and Sauk Rapids had
members in attendance.
Lions Club International Western Union Message:
Chicago Ills Oct. 14, 1940
V W Lundquist
President Lion’s Club Willmar Minn.
“Lions International Officers and Directors extend wholehearted welcome to Willmar
Lions Club into fold of Lionism. May your charter night be successful as well as all future
endeavors”.
Melvin Jones, Secretary General
228 PM
Charter Members:
Kern Anderson, Dr. Philip R. Beckjord, Reuben C. Bengston, A. H. Carlson, L. J. Carroll, Wm. H.
Chard Jr., Vern H. Coss, Vernon Erickson, Walter W. Erickson, W. Jennings Erickson, Oliver
Fladeboe, Dr. D. H. Gerretson, Leonard G. Hobbs, Lloyd F. Johnson, Elmer Klanderud, Dr. John H.
Lien, Harold R. Lindell, V. W. Lundquest, R. Meiklejohn, Russell E. Nelson, James B. Nichols,
George W. Odell, Thomas H. Olson, Fran Osteraas, Ralph E. Peterson, Dr. C. P. Rochat, Paul J.
Schmitz, Dr. Arnold J. Schneider, Fred T. Soniville, Howard Strom
Below is a picture of two of the Clubs founding charter members, Ralph Peterson and Jim
Nichols, from the Clubs Anniversary event in 2000.
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V. W. Lundquist, a lawyer and a municipal judge, was the club’s first President. George Odell
was the Secretary-Treasurer. Other Charter Officers in 1940 included Archie Carlson, Elmer
Klanderud, and Dr. A.J. Schneider. Club Directors in the charter year included Lloyd Johnson,
Fran Osteraas, Russell Nelson and Ralph E. Peterson.
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Early Years (1940 to 1969):

The Club’s first projects were directed to girls and boys work. Later working with Lions
International Sight and Hearing Conversation became principle objectives. (40th Anniversary
text).
The first large community project was the building of a grandstand at the ballpark for AA
baseball. The Lion members operated concessions that were also used to finance the project.
(40th Anniversary text information).
In 1940, the Lions started a Lions Club Christmas Party. The 1940 party was held on December
24th at the Monday Afternoon – regular meeting. More than 50 youngsters of the City attended
and enjoyed dinner and gifts. Ages of the children ranged from three to twelve. The party had
Rev. Clarence Johnson give a talk on Christmas. Christmas carols were song, there was a
Christmas tree, and a member dressed up as Santa Claus to hand out the gifts. In the early
years this was an annual event, and even grew larger in children attending.
Another large undertaking was sending Willmar Boy Scouts and Drum & Bugle Corps to the New
York World’s Fair. The World’s Fair in NYC was held in 1964/1965.
The Minneapolis Lions International Quartet appeared in Willmar on 10 succeeding years to
help raise funds for the club. A Morris Newspaper article from 1953 mentioned that this
quartet was a seven-time winner of international contests and is one of the most popular
musical groups in the upper Midwest. The group started coming to Willmar in 1944. In 1945
records show that admission was 25 cents and 50 cents. The information from the 1945
concert says that the auditorium was filled to capacity, and that funds were raised for a boys &
girls recreational benefit.
In 1941 records show the following Club Committees:
Administrative: Attendance, Constitution & Bylaws, Finance, Convention, Membership, Lions
Education, Program, and Publicity. Major Activity Committees: Boys & Girls, Citizenship &
Patriotism, Civic Improvement, Community Betterment, Education Committee, Health &
Welfare, Safety Committee, and Sight & Conservation. In 1945 the following committees were
added: Military Affairs, Greeter Committee, and a Food Committee. Also in 1945 there was a
song leader and a club historian.
Also in the 1940’s a Lions’ Used Merchandise Sale, held on October 28th was used toward fund
raising for a recreation project. The event was held in the “former Elkjer-Anderson Building.
Other used merchandise sales occurred annually. In 1945 the used merchandise sale was used
to help fund a toboggan and ski slide at Robbins Island.
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In 1943(?) there was a picture in the Lions Magazine, along with a montage of other Club
pictures, showing several Lion Members next to the Lion Road Signs that were being put up
across the country. The Headline said “Road Signs Still Going Up”.

In 1945 and through the World War II years, there were many Lions meeting programs that
talked about the war efforts. Information from the time period showed that 17 active Lion Club
members served in World War II.
A Willmar Tribune Ad on February 21, 1945 discussed the Lions Club sponsoring a UNR Clothing
Drive in April. United Nations Relief headed locally by Ralph Shepard, collected clothing for the
“suffering peoples of Europe”.
Also in 1945 Hubert Humphrey addressed the club during a Monday, evening meeting. There
were 120 persons in attendance. His subject was “The United Nations Now and In the Future.
Early HHH history: In 1943, Humphrey became a Profess of Political Science at Macalester
College, and ran unsuccessfully for the Mayor of Minneapolis in that year. He helped found the
Minnesota Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party (DFL) in 1944. In 1945 he one election for Mayor of
Minneapolis with 61 percent of the vote. He served as Mayor from 1945 to 1948, when he was
elected to the Senate. In 1945 he was on the Minnesota United Nations Committee, and thus
gave the speech to the Willmar Noon Lions.
6

Below is a photo, taken in 1947, of the Willmar Lions Club from the Willmar Tribune.

In 1951 Harold Lindell was named District Lions Governor of western District Five-M.
Below Comments from Past Presidents Collected From the Year 2000 Anniversary Event
Rolf Peterson (President 1972 – 1973)
“My memories began as a young boy since my father, Ralph, was a Charter Member. They
certainly were a visible group – their caps and jackets made them stand out in a crowd.”
“I remember when Pancake Day tickets were sold as teams—with the losing team being
penalized. One year, my father had a goat living in our back yard for a week. That was the
‘reward’ for being the losing team.”
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Other Early Club memories from Lion Rolf Peterson:
o Rolf indicated that Cub Lions started in 1958.
o Meetings were held in the Blue Wave Room or the Florentine Room in the basement of
the Lakeland Hotel.
o Door to door sales of such items as light bulbs and brooms had contests. In addition to
his goat story above, he mentioned that losers of the competition had to eat beans at
Club luncheons.

Dr. Duane Hanson (President 1968 – 1969) (Comment on 1968 – 1969)
“We had 105 members at one time and consideration was made to limit membership to 100 –
but that did not get approved.”
“I remember once we lost our piano player in mid-year and meeting attendance declined so we
hired a piano player to enhance our meetings and keep the spirit of fun alive.”
Pancake Day was a major fund raiser for us, and we donated thousands of dollars toward the
new enclosure for deer at Robbins Island.”
“We also had 20 members attend the Winter Convention – a good representation of our Club.”
Marv Olson (President 1967 – 1968) (Comment about early 1960’s)
“It was a long time ago, but I do remember that for Pancake Day we had Aunt Jemima in
person. And we had a crew that came train us on how to prepare the pancakes. Any pancake
that was not perfect -- well it was thrown away.”
“We met at the Fireside Inn during the time I was President.”
Note: there is a Club scrapbook that covers the 1940’s period. It has many newspaper articles
made up mostly reporting on club speakers during that time frame.
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Years 1970 to 1999:
A few items from Lions Tales from the period that we have the memorabilia:
(June 25, 1973)
“In our Den this week many intra-club activities are planned. To protect myself, I will say the
number one item will be the Tailtwister’s annual award and appreciation day. This ceremony
will be followed with the presentation of the Key of State Award to Reuben Bengston. The
officer’s for next year will be installed. Lion Leroy Nelson will report on the behavior of all the
delegates at the Duluth Convention”.
(November 4, 1980)
“Lion Harlan Anderson notes that popcorn is selling at the inflation fighter price of $1.50 per
box. Proceeds go toward expenses of Ed Holst’s campaign for District Governor of 5-M4.”
“We all know that Larry Gates will give a lot for Lions. But this is
ridiculous: Larry nearly severed a finger while cutting wood to clear Lions
Park Saturday. Dr. Strand reattached the finger in 2 and one-half hour
surgery. Heal fast and well Larry”. (See pages 13 & 14 for more
information)
(November 8, 1982)
“Congratulations to Lion Allan Hillstrom who earned the 100% President’s Award for his 19811982 term. He was one of only 15 club Presidents in 5-M4 to earn the award”.
“Thanks to Mr. Scott Paynter for showing the First Amendment film “First Freedom and Forth
Estate.”
“Lion Bowling team is building their handicaps. 218, high game rolled by Leroy J. Nelson, ‘The
Rev.’ himself”.
(September 23, 1985)
“45th Anniversary of Noon Lions is October 10, and the observance will be Ladies’ Night. Prime
rib dinner at $7.50 at Elks. Int’l Director Vern Siepkes of Staples, Minnesota will be the featured
speaker”.
“The Blind Auction has proceeds that go to the Lions Eye Bank. This past week Milan
Schmiesing paid $5 for Wally Peterson’s bowling shirt, and Jim Christenson paid $7 for car keys
marked ‘Bobbi’”.
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“Senior Fellowship Project: Lion Rich Engan – 2 from Bethesda Pleasant View this Wednesday
25th, September. Lion Vern Erickson – 2 from Bethesda Heritage on October 2”.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------In 1975 “Bands on Parade” sponsorship was first mentioned as an event. A Club Committee
was in place. Below is a newspaper article for the first Bands on Parade event in 1975.
West Central Tribune Article on Monday, May 12, 1975
“Lions Organize Bands on Parade Event Here”
WILLMAR – The Willmar Lions Club has organized a “Bands on Parade” event to be held here
Thursday, June 28, to kick-off the local Kaffe Fest.
Those planning the parade hope that it will become an annual event.
A field competition. It will feature championship high school bands from the Midwest and,
hopefully, eventually from the entire country.
One of the bands already scheduled to appear here is the Rock Falls, Ill. Group, which
annually hosts the Midwest national championship.
Other bands now planning to participate are from Carpentersville, Ill., Kolomo Ind., Oregon,
Wis., Waupaca, Wis., Cold Spring, Lake City and Waconia.
The bands will be divided into A and B class competition, based on school enrollment.
Several judges will decide on the winners following 10-minute presentations by each of the
participating bands.
Don Elmquist and Gary Evenson are co-chairs in charge of organization.
Sub-committee chairmen include: LeRoy Nelson and Verne Raske, program book and
advertising; Bill Linder and Bill Hogen, publicity; Bill Taumton and Rick Engan, meals; Jim
Christenson and Orlo A Sleeping arrangements; Larry gates and Bert Philips Tickets and takers;
Les Chermak and Ron Schwalbosld , concessions; and Gene Kambois and Larry Kleinhuzen,
parade and field preparation.
Note: it was hard to read the last paragraph of the article to get spelling of some of the
individuals.

Past Lion Club President Memories captured as part of 2000 Anniversary
Program
Wilt Croonquist (1987-1988 President)
“We held Christmas parties which were normally hosted by Wally Peterson and me. Santa was
usually played by John Dean or George Hulstrand, and Mrs. Santa was Mabel Hulstrand. “
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Russ Bennett (2000 – 2001 President)
“I will never forget one of the first Mystery Dinner trips we had. Lion Harold Lindell got visibly
upset because we did not turn to go to New Ulm, because he was convinced we were going to
New Ulm for dinner – and instead we ended up in Montrose!”
“We established the Quest Program and started the Tailgate Party and Lion Mints sales.”
“We sold light bulbs that year which was the Twins’ World Series vs. St. Louis Cardinals. Rev.
Paul Bigner (Lion Tales Editor at the time) was severely reprimanded at several meetings
because he was a Cardinal fan!”
“The Pancake Day celebration ran until late afternoon and was held in the Willmar City
Auditorium. This was before the days of Chris Cakes. We had our own pancake batter formula
– and most workers arrived at the auditorium before 5:00 a.m.”
Dr. Lyle Nyberg (President 1971-1972)
“The year I was President was a very enjoyable year. Our membership was over 100 and we did
have to cut-off new members because we did not have any more room.”
“We had a successful Lions Pancake Day that year. Olie Nordstrom and Dr. Gustafson (with
their crews) were busy in the basement of the auditorium mixing batter and frying sausages.”
“We had a flag sale that year. We sold several hundred going door to door.”

Milo Halberg (President 1973 -1974)
“His favorite memory was attending the International Convention in Denver, Colorado.”
“Pancake Day was also a favorite memory. I remember when we had to prepare the pancakes.
We got the griddles from the 4-H Club. They had just been used at the County Fair, so we spent
almost a whole day just cleaning them up. It is better now that we do not have to cook them.”
“He also enjoyed going door-to-door selling tickets in the evening.”
Richard Falk (President 1980 – 1981)
We moved from Fireside to the Elks building (now the Community Center). I recall when I told
our ‘landlord’ that we were moving, I did not receive any thanks for having been there for so
many years. Instead I was told ‘don’t ever ask to come back.’”
The year of his Presidency the he recalled that the Club’s first President, Vendale Lundquist
received a pin for 40 years of perfect attendance!
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Connie Spartz (President 1998 – 1999)
“I have been a Lions Club member for four years and I have enjoyed this group immensely. As
President I tried to re-invigorate the Club and stressed membership growth. In addition, I
facilitated the identification of a mission statement.”
“I also introduced our Club to the Lion Mascot that always kept me company during all of the
meetings. It was important to me to keep humor as part of our meetings.”
Current President Look at the Future – Lynn Jenc – 1999- 2000
“The future has so much to hold for our Club with new fundraisers, hosting the Ridgewater
College Leo Club and many other endeavors. I am proud of our Club, and proud to be a Willmar
Noon Lion.”
2000 Anniversary Presented Information continued…
In the late 1970s there is information that the Club furnished several optical instruments to the
Minnesota Lions Eye Bank and Children’s Eye Clinic, and supplied funds in excess of $7,000 to
the Lions Hearing Foundation. It was also reported that the Club gave $500 toward the
erection of a small house in the reconstruction after the Guatemala earthquake. (Note: the
earthquake occurred in 1976.) This information was in the 40th Anniversary Program Text.
Also in the 40th Anniversary Program Text was a mention of the Club activities of:
• Willmar Park & Recreation Board for Babe Ruth Baseball
• Bands on Parade
• Southwest Minnesota Arts and Humanities Council funding
• Door to door sales of light bulbs, brooms, and U.S. Flags
In 1984 – 1985 Club Year there was a one year “Airshow Committee”. No information has yet
been found on how the Club assisted in the Willmar Airshow that year.
Additional Memories from Rolf Peterson (2002 – 2003 Club
President)
o In the past club membership was in the hundreds. In the year
he was President, there were 125 members, with a waiting list.
Club meetings were fun, spirited with singing led by dynamic
song leaders.
o In the 1970’s meetings were moved to the Fireside Inn, were a
buffet was served.
o The Club had a float and walked in Kaffee Fest Parades.
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o The Club challenged the Kiwanis Club to a basketball game, which was held at
Ridgewater College. The wives were cheerleaders. The Lions won the game “fair and
square”. The Lions Spirit” was the rouser.
o Conventions – fun, with good humor and pranks, etc.
o The Club chartered a bus to go to the Lions Multiple Convention in Winnipeg. He recalls
that kids “mooned” our bus!
o Lion Chuck Ring was a candidate for the International Board Directors.
o Club members have served on the Lions Eye Bank Board
o We always had a strong presence in our community, zone meetings, Mid-Winter
Conventions & International Conventions.

Mt. Tom Lookout Tower
In 1991 – 1992 Year the Mt. Tom Project at Sibley State Park occurred, and there was a Club
Committee for it. This added a lookout tower on top of the base that was previously
constructed. Mount Tom’s extended lookout tower was funded by a variety of clubs, including
the Willmar Noon Lions.

Also in 1991 – 1992 year there was a mentioned a Committee for the “Byelorussian State
Dance” The folk dance troop that visited Willmar came to a club meeting. Lion members
helped house the dancers during their stay. It was the first time some of the dancers ever saw
their historical flag, as they were under the Soviet Union. Vileyka, Belarus is one of two “sister
cities” of Willmar, Frameries, Belgium is the other.
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Lion Marv Olson Club Memories Conversation

July 1, 2016 (Marv started in the Lions Club around 1961)
Notes by Donn Winckler
In the late 1960’s the club sold popcorn, and also brooms. Note: U.S. flags
were also sold at some point in time.
Prior to the Waffle feed, the Lions had a pancake feed event each year.
Marv recalls that one year (maybe the first year the pancake event
happened, the club was visited by Aunt Jemima for a training a day prior to the event. (Aunt
Jemima is a brand of the Quaker Oats Company of Chicago. (The Character that was hired to
play Aunt Jemima traveled the country promoting the product from 1933 to 1951, when the
actress died.) Another actress playing Aunt Jemima came to Willmar as it happened during the
first year of Pancake Feed Fundraiser, which was in the early 1960’s.)
Marv was one of the key Lions for the creation of Lions Park in partnership with the City of
Willmar. The location was an old farm site. Buildings were taken down. Lions helped remove a
number of trees. On Saturday, November 1, 1975 Lion Larry Gates nearly cut his finger off
during this activity with a chain saw, and needed surgery. Pocket and Stripped Gophers were a
major problem at the site in the beginning. A hedge was planted but it died off. Many trees
were planted with a number that did not last. One problem was that City staff were trimming
by a weed-trimming machine and the cord hurt the small trees. A variety of different types of
trees were planted to give the park a kind of arboretum feel. The club help pay for the shelter
at the park.

There is also a Shelter at Robbins Island Park that is named after the Lions Club, and thus it was
also likely a project the Lions helped fund.
Lions used to sell pancake feed tickets by paring up and going door to door in assigned
neighborhoods.
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The club had a bowling team during the 70’s and 80’s. Members included Wally Peterson, Larry
Gates, Dr. Lyle Nyberg, Rollie Swenson, Leroy Nelson, and Don Elmquist. Subs were: Milan
Schmeising, Ed Holst, Robert Marciniak, John Brandt and Harold Conradi. The Club purchased
bowling shirts for the team.
The Highway 71 Roadside cleanup at one time included the entire length between Willmar and
Harry’s Corner (Hwy 7). This is a 13 mile stretch of highway. The club had many more
members, but it was still a big undertaking. The cleaning event was held on the same night that
the Blomkest Lions cleaned a section of highway. Afterwards both clubs would meet together
at the Blomkest Park.
Marv recalled a period of down years for the club in the 1990’s. In this period of time,
membership dropped fairly dramatically.
At one time the club had a rule that if you missed three meetings in a row without a good
reason, the member was kicked out of the Club. Secretary Oliver Barsness made it a point to
observe this rule. The member was allowed to make up meetings however by attending other
meetings (Zone meetings, etc.) or club activities.
Lion Vendale W. Lundquist had a perfect attendance for a 40 year period of time. He was a
Probate Officer in Town. Note: He also served for 13 years as a Board Member of the
Minnesota Lions Eye Bank and Children’s Eye Clinic.
The Club met at the Lakeland Hotel basement, the Fireside Inn, and continues to meet at the
Community Center (Was the Senior Center).
Additional Information
Also sold light bulbs and U.S. Flags.
The Club sold Coloring Books. Committee for Coloring Books for several years.
Mystery Dinner Committee, shown in 1990 -1991 Year – A Lion member recalled that Lions
showed up and were taken out of town to a restaurant they had no knowledge of ahead of
time. They attended the German Restaurant that was located in Montrose, Minnesota.
Band on Parade Committee went on for some time. The event brought in many bands to
compete. They even came in from other states. Event was held during “Kaffee Fest”. First year
shown as a committee work with Noon Lions was the 1975 -1976. (See pages 9 &10 for
additional information.)
Pancake Day was at one time held in the Willmar Auditorium. It was an all-day event.
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Drug-Awareness – Quest Program. Lions sponsored this program for the High School.
Remembered as a good program.

Brat Stand

The club annually took part in the Cashwise brat stand program as a fundraiser. This continued
into early 2000’s. The photo below shows Club members Perry Kuglen, Dan Weiss, Dana
Underland, and Larry Gates in the brat stand.

1985 Coffee Fest Milk Carton Boat Race (information and photo By Lion Richard Engan)
In the early 1980’s the Coffee Fest held a milk carton boat race at Robins Island. In 1985 the
Lions Club built a boat. It was built in Wilt
Cronquist’s Tire Shop by Skylark Shopping
Center.
The boat was long and streamlined. It
was designed to cruise through the water
with a minimum of drag. On the day of
the race it cruised to first place. Denny
Chapel had a heart attack after the race.
The boat frame was stored in Wilt’s Tire
Shop for use the next year. 1985 was the
last year Coffee Fest held a milk carton boat race. The City dropped it because of the cost of
insurance.
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2000 to Current

The activities discussed in this section include both current activities, and in some cases past
activities that are currently inactive. In some cases an activity was begun prior to 2000.

Full Page Advertising in Sept. 11, 2000 WCT as part of 60th Anniversary (Two

articles included)

“The Lions Brat Feed raises funds to support the MAC. What is the MAC? The Lions of
Minnesota and the Department of Ophthalmology at the University of Minnesota are
partnering in an effort to change the outlook for sufferers of Macular Degeneration with the
Minnesota Lions Macular Degeneration Research and Rehabilitation Center (the MAC). Macular
Degeneration is a disease that causes permanent loss to the central vision. The MAC Clinic is
established within the University of Minnesota’s Department of Ophthalmology Retina Clinic
and is dedicated to examining and aggressively treating patients with the disease”.
Leader Dog Puppy Raising Program
“Lion Dan Weiss and his spouse Lisa, are the host home to a very active and not camera shy
puppy, ‘Bailey’. Host homes serve to give the puppy tender, loving care as well as continuous
exposure to busy, everyday life which helps to develop successful Leader Dog candidates.
Leader Dogs for the Blind has been supported by Lion Club members for almost 60 years.
Leader Dogs are more than a friend to the sight and hearing impaired individual – they become
their partner and help them live a more independent life”.

Also in 2000 Anniversary ad was information about the 2000 Pancake Day. There was a door
prize given, a bookcase stereo system. “Proceeds this year will go to the Guided Reading
Program at Kennedy Elementary School. Each year funds go to a Public School in the Willmar
System”.
17

The ad in 2000 also highlighted Club Activities:
Service Through:
• Annual High School Football Tailgate Party
• Annual High School Athletic Banquet
• Annual Lions Scholarship
• Babe Ruth Baseball Team Sponsorship
• Community/Highway Clean-Up
• “Cub Lion” Program Sponsored with Willmar High School
• Eyeglasses Re-Distribution
• International Student Exchange Program
• Lion’s Eye Bank & The MAC Project
• Salvation Army Bell Ringing
• Ridgewater College Lions Club Sponsorship
Funding For:
• Annual Scholarship Award
• Lions Hearing Foundation
• Minnesota Eye Bank
• School Self-Esteem Program
• Willmar Area Food Shelf
• Leadership Dogs
• Local Camp Courage Fund Raising
• Quest: School Drug Awareness
• United Way
• Kandiyohi Area Transit
• Ridgewater & Willmar Public School Foundations
Projects:
• Willmar Lions Memorial Park
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Highway Ditch Cleaning

The Lions continue to provide roadside cleanup of Highway 71 south of the City of Willmar. The
Club currently has a couple of mile segment. Cleanup occurs in both the fall and spring.

Parade Float

During the 2016 Willmar Summerfest Parade, the club had a float. The club advertised that it
would be collecting used shoes for “Soles4Souls” and also eye glasses and hearing aids. Candy
was tossed out to children on the parade route. Approximately 300 pairs of shoes were
collected as a result of this effort. Many hundreds of more pairs of shoes have also been
collected for Soles4Souls Organization during 2016.

Belgium Waffle Feed

The Pancake Day has turned into the Dad’s Belgium Waffle Feed Day, and continues to be the
club’s largest fund annual fundraiser. The event takes place in the Willmar Community Center.
The annual event takes place in September, on the same Saturday as the Willmar Celebrate
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Art/Celebrate Coffee event is held. Various entertainers have performed on the day, but it has
always included Lion Ruthie Agman playing piano and singing since she became a member of
the Club. For a few years the club had Diabetes Screening at the event. The club during some
years chose where to donate some of the proceeds ahead of time, and included that
organization in with the volunteering on the day of the event. KC Dogs Organization (Dog Park
Group), Willmar Area Food Shelf, West Central Industries Home Delivered Senior Meal Program
were several of the organizations. Lion Rolf Peterson has historically sold the most tickets each
year.
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Diabetes Testing

The Club has put on diabetes testing at different events. Several times the Club held diabetes
testing at the Belgium Waffle Feed event. The Club also participated in a Willmar 2012 Cinco de
Mayo celebration with a diabetes testing booth.

County Fair Ticket Assistance

Annually the Club assists the Kandiyohi County Fair Board by volunteering to man the ticket
booths (front and back gates) at the August County Fair. The club generally is assigned the 3pm
to 6 pm time slot for all 4 days of the Fair. The club receives payment for the service that goes
toward our project donations.

Lion Conferences, Zone Meetings and Trainings
Willmar Noon Lions Club are members of District MD5M. This includes Minnesota, Manitoba,
and northwest Ontario. The Club is in Region 4, Zone 7 – which includes the following Clubs:
Kerkhoven, New London, Pennock, Spicer, Willmar Nite, and Willmar Noon. Many Club
members attend the annual 5M4 Midwinter District Convention that is usually held either in
Willmar or Alexandria. Zone 7 goes together to have a hospitality room at the convention. The
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Annual MD5M Convention takes place in the summer. There are also Leadership Forums and
higher level Conventions, including the International Convention. On a more local level,
members, and in particular club officers are encouraged to attend Zone meetings.
At the 2013 Mid-Winter Convention in Willmar, The Willmar Noon Lions had a new member
swearing in ceremony as seen in the two pictures below.

The following shows more general photos taken at Mid-Winter Conventions.
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Below: Steve Roe and Russ Bennett at the 2000 USA – Canadian Leadership Forum; and Donn
Winckler and Rolf & Caryl Peterson at 2017 Chicago International Convention.

Cub Lions

For many years the Club has had seniors from the Willmar Public School attend meetings to
give updates on High School happenings and discuss their families and future plans. Near the
end of the school year, all the Cub Lions return and run the Club meeting. Larry Gates started
helping with the Cub Lion Program in September of 1978 and continues today.

Lions Peace Poster Contest

During a few years the Club participated with the Willmar Elementary School to conduct the
Lions Peace Poster contest. Lion Terry Smith has taken the lead in the most recent contests.
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2014 Wally Peterson Day
In March of 2014 the Club honored Lion Wally Peterson with a special meeting day celebrating
60 years of being a Lion.
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2014 Haunted House

Lion Terry Smith came to the club with an idea of creating a haunted house with a zombie
theme for a Halloween season as a fundraising event. The go ahead was given. Space was
leased from the Willmar Mall’s strip mall on the Mall’s south side.

Terry spent considerable time planning, organizing, building and operating the event. He was
successful in obtaining many young adults and teenagers to aid with being the actors, and
helping construct the haunted house. Club members also provided many hours to help
construct and tear down the haunted house, as did other volunteers. Members also help
provided the necessary manpower outside the actors during the event. Attendees that brought
a food item for the Willmar Area Food Shelf were provided a discount ticket.
The haunted house, called “Z-Mart” had an elaborate set up with many decorations that were
made. There was a story that was told as part of the event. There were glowing comments
made by persons that attended the event. Some persons mentioned that they travel
throughout the state to attend haunted houses, and this one was one of the best they have
attended. The event was a success on
all accounts. Pictures show the
volunteers actors.
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The event produced much publicity for the club with a large newspaper article in the West
Central Tribune, an article in a local magazine, and an article in the Lions Magazine.
An additional side benefit from this activity was the beginnings of the Willmar Nite Lions Club.
Many of the young adults that participated in the event were so enthused that they wanted to
join Lions. As most everyone had jobs that made it impossible to join the Noon Lions’ meetings
the Noon Lions sponsored them to start a new club. More information on this new club will be
presented elsewhere in this history document.

2014 Zombie Run

As part of the haunted house activities, discussed above, the club also organized a “Zombie
Run” event where persons signed up and dressed as zombies and were taken on a course from
the YMCA to the Haunted House location. Prizes were given for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place best
costumes.
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Jose Cole Circus 2014 to 2017

The Willmar Noon Lions took over the sponsorship of the annual Jose Cole Circus in 2014 from
the Willmar Optimist Club. Working with the Circus, the club sold discounted books of tickets
to area businesses that they can give to children. If desired, the business purchases the tickets
for the club to give away to children, Headstart, Special Education, the Willmar Regional
Treatment Center and Willmar area social service facilities with handicapped persons. The Club
members volunteer at the Saturday and Sunday performances in collecting tickets. The event
occurred in April at the Willmar Civic Center Arena. Approximately $2,500 was raised by the
club, through this event each year for our donations. Lion Rollie Boll was the Chairperson for
this event.
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Club Picnic-Stingers Game Events

Beginning around 2012 or 2013 the Club has annually had a club picnic at Lions Memorial Park
in combination of a Willmar Stingers Baseball Game. Lion members from nearby are invited to
join the Club. At the 2015 Picnic, Lion dignitaries were in attendance to swear in new officers of
the new Willmar Nite Lions Club, which the Noon Lions Sponsored. Club awards are also often
given out at the event. In 2016, Lion Rolf Peterson was presented with the Hellen Keller Site
Award at the Stingers game, and tossed the ceremonial first pitch.
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Lions Memorial Park – Dog Park

The Willmar Noon Lions Club enthusiastically supported efforts by the City and the KC Dog Park
organization to create a Dog Park within the Lions Memorial Park. The City’s Park Plan
highlighted that the Park would be an ideal location for a dog park, as there was enough space,
and the location was far enough away from housing units. The Club was supportive in that the
dog park would bring much more use to the current Park than it currently had.
In August of 2015 the dog park’s grand opening took place with many persons and dogs in
attendance. The Lions Club was part of the program at the event, with Donn Winckler speaking
for the club. The Club will also be part of the one year anniversary event planned on August 26,
2016.
The club provided over $4,400 in funding for amenities at the dog park. Funds were given to the
KC Dogs Organization that helps the City with the operations of the Dog Park. Approximately
$1,100 of the amount given was from Lion Rick Thorson’s memorial fund. A paving stone will
be placed within the Park in his memory.

Lion Mint Sales

The club sold Lion Mints at a number of locations for a number of years. Local businesses
would volunteer to sale the mints, with Lion members
resupplying the mints and collecting the funds raised.
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75th Anniversary Celebration
The Willmar Noon Lions Club has held celebrations consisting of dinners and programs at all the
key anniversary dates. In 2015 the Club celebrated its 75th Anniversary. The occasion was
celebrated with a dinner and program at the Oaks at Eagle Creek restaurant on October 22,
2015. The Key-note Speaker for the evening was Past International Director Mike Molenda.
District Governor Todd Neumann also gave remarks. Many other Lion member dignitaries from
the state attended, as did many Lion members from area clubs.

Willmar High School Athletic Banquet

Assistance with the annual Willmar High School Athletic Banquet has occurred for many years.
It started out at the old high school sight and involved a sit down meal, with churches also
involved. Through the years the event has moved to several locations. Today the event is held
at the High school’s auditorium/theater. The club volunteers members to serve Ice cream,
cookies and refreshments at the event. The Club also annually gives $500 toward the event.
The event’s top award going to both a male and a female senior athlete “the best of the best” is
named the Lion Award. The coaches of all the teams pitch in and also award these two
students a $500 scholarship. The Lion Award winners are also placed into nomination by the
school to be considered for the West Central Tribune’s award for the best student athlete in the
paper’s service area. Lion Clark Vollan has been the Chair of this event for a number of years.
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KidSight USA Eye Screening
In 2017, The Willmar Noon Lions, in cooperation with the Willmar Nite Lions, started
implementing a local KidSight eye screening program. The KidSight USA project is made
possible through the cooperation of Lions Club International Foundation and the Minnesota
Lions Vision Foundation. Donn Winckler and Jean Raatz are co-chairs for the Noon Lions
KidSight Committee. Other members include: Shane Jahraus, Devory Altermatt, Caryol and Rolf
Peterson and Andy Engan. Willmar Noon Lions organized a training session for the Zone on
April 8, 2017 for Lions members to know how to run an event and operate the Welch Allyn Spot
Vision Screeners.
The first organized event was the YMCA’s April 27, 2017 Healthy Kids Day. There were 99
children screened, with six children being referred to have a professional eye exam. A followup was made to the parents of these children to see that the appointments were made. Other
opportunities for screening venues will be sought, including during the Club’s annual Belgium
Waffle Feed.
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2014 Lions Memorial Park Tree Planting

The Willmar Noon Lions and the City of Willmar held a tree planting event in April 30, 2014 for
Arbor Day. Second graders from Willmar Public Schools helped plant the four trees that were
donated by Stacy’s Nursery.

Web Page/Facebook/Club Pictures
Willmar Noon Lion Web Page started in 2006. A new format was provided by Dennis Benson
around 2008. Donn Winckler has been updating the site. Lion Terry Smith has been taking care
of the Lion’s Facebook Page. That began around 2013. The club has a collection of pictures,
mostly from after the year 2000. The collection of photos is being preserved on the “cloud”
through a FLICKR account by Donn Winckler.
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All Service Club Luncheon
The Club attends the Annual All Service Club Christmas Luncheon each year. The Willmar High
School Choir provides the program. Different Service Organizations, including our club take
turns on organizing the event.
Harvest and Transportation of Corneas
Lion Terry Smith, a mortician with Harvey Anderson Funeral Home, is trained and helps
volunteer to harvest corneas from donors in the Willmar area. A group of Willmar Noon Lion
members are volunteers that transport the corneas to the Minnesota Lions Eye Bank in
Minneapolis. “The cornea is the clear tissue in front of the eye. A corneal transplant is the
surgical procedure that replaces an unhealthy cornea with a healthy donor cornea”. Common
reasons for corneal transplants are for: eye disease, injuries to the cornea, misshapen corneas,
birth defects and congenital diseases, and complications following cataract surgery.
Cashwise Gift Cards
A fundraiser was started by Lion Rick Thorson during his Presidency of the Cashwise Gift Card.
Gift cards that are used at the store are purchased for $100 and $5 in profit goes to the Club.
Lion Rollie Boll is the current lead of the project.
During the 2008-2009 year the Club members volunteered to help give assistance to the Special
Olympics Bowling event that was held in Willmar.
Festive Forest
Annually the club has been one of the community organizations that have participated in the
Kandiyohi County Historical Society’s “Festive Forest” Christmas exhibit. “Clubs and
organizations create unique trees and exhibits, promoting their groups while sharing the spirit
of the holidays with the public”.
Used Eye Glasses and Hearing Aid Collection
For many years the Willmar Noon Lions Club has collected used eye glasses and hearing aids for
redistribution throughout the world. In a typical year around 6,000 eye glasses are collected by
the club.
Soles4Souls
As part of a Districtwide effort, the club has been collecting shoes to give to the Soles 4 Souls, a
non-profit agency based out of Nashville, Tennessee. They provide shoes to low income
individuals throughout the world. The club began collecting thousands of pairs of shoes in
2015.
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Kids Against Hunger Assistance
On February 26, 2010, some members (and two grandchildren) of the Willmar Noon Lions Club
helped in a food packaging event in the community. The highly nutritious, vitamin-fortified soyrice-enhanced casserole was prepared by “Kids Against Hunger”, a humanitarian food-aid
organization, and coordinated through the Children of the Promise Orphanage in Haiti. That
day over 102,000 meals were packaged and sent to the earthquake torn country of Haiti. The
picture below shows Club Lion members form the event. Club members have assisted at a
couple of other packaging food events for Kids Against Hunger, who sends needed meals
throughout the world.

Club members also contributed over $500 from contributions which was matched by the club
donating $500 in a matching funds challenge. The funds were awarded to LCIF's Haiti relief
efforts.
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Spring Cleaning at the Lions Park
On Friday, May 5, 2017 several students from the Willmar Dream Technical Academy, along
with a staff supervisor volunteered to clean Lions Park and Dog Park. The Willmar Noon Lions
Club arranged this volunteer effort with the Willmar Community Education and Recreation.
Donn Winckler of the Willmar Noon Lions was on hand to assess with the cleaning and help
supervise. The student volunteers picked up trash in the dog park and around the outside
fencing, raked the wood chips that have scattered outside the entry areas back into place, and
piled up sticks from within the park. Willmar Public Works Department provided the trash bags
and racks needed to clean the Park.
The Dream Technical Academy is a charter school headquartered on the MinnWest Technology
Campus in Willmar. The focus of the school is providing its students with “project based
individual learning” opportunities. Part of the curriculum is having the students conduct
community service projects.

Salvation Army Bell Ringing
Annually the Willmar Noon lions assist with Salvation
Army bell ringing. Cashwise Foods has been the
primary location where bell ringing occurs, with the
Kandi-Mall being a second location where members
have been assigned to help raise dollars for the
Salvation Army.
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Robbins Island Destination Playground
On May 24, 2017 approximately 15 Noon Lions members assisted with the Willmar community
build of the destination playground at Robins Island Regional Park. Through community
volunteering and fundraising of $900,000, the project produced one of the largest handicapped
accessible playgrounds in the Midwest. A number of Lion club members worked on other days
of the build as well, with some working on multiple days.

Club Apparel
Club members were given a couple of opportunities to order short sleeve polo shirts. In 2008,
the club designed its own logo design on a yellow-gold shirt. In 2014 the club utilized the Lions
International logo on a blue polo shirt. Lions Club International loosened up their requirements
on utilizing the logo without ordering directly from their store. Lion International Club vests are
also warn by club members.
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Beep Baseball Exhibition Game Featuring the Minnesota Millers
On Saturday, July 15, 2017 The Willmar Noon Lions, the Willmar Nite Lions, along with the Lions
Clubs in Raymond, Clara City and Maynard sponsored a free exhibition game of Beep Baseball
featuring the Minnesota Millers from Minneapolis. Each of the Clubs also contributed $200 to
the Millers. Concession free will donations were also donated to the Millers, who a short time
later traveled to West Palm Beach, Florida for the
World Series of Beep Baseball. The event was held at
Hodapp Field in Willmar.
Beep baseball is a modified version of baseball for the
blind and visually impaired. During the Exhibition
game, the Millers faced players from the Willmar
Stingers, the Raymond Rockets, and the Willmar VFW
and Legion teams. The challenging teams each wore
blindfolds during the competition. As expected, the
Millers had no problems in defeating each of the four teams they faced. Willmar Noon Lion
Rick Agman was presented the Hellen Keller Award just prior to the beginning of the game.
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Assisting the Minnesota Lions Eye Bank
Besides donating funds to the Minnesota Lions Eye Bank, the Willmar Noon Lions has provided
much more. The story was told by Noon Lion member Terry Smith at a 2017 club meeting.
Before the story, some background information on the Minnesota Lions Eye Bank. Minnesota
Lions and the University of Minnesota joined forces years ago to create the Minnesota Lions
Eye Bank. The facility obtains, medically evaluates, and distributes donor eyes for corneal
transplants, research and education.
Lion Terry’s Story:
Terry attended Southwest State University in Marshall where he took pre-mortuary classes, and
then transferred to the University of Minnesota’s Mortuary Science Program. While attending
the University, Terry took participated in a training offered by the Minnesota Lions Eye Bank
that trained mortuary students on how to remove an eye globe on a person that has passed
away. The goal of the class was to have these students certified to do this procedure when
they became professional morticians, and be agents of the Minnesota Lions Eye Bank. He said
the students practiced on rabbits to learn how to sterilely extract eyes and prepare them to be
shipped to the eye bank.
After graduating from school, Terry interned in the City of Hector at a mortuary. The Funeral
Director he assisted also was certified to do the eye globe extractions and had the equipment
to performed the procedures. The local hospital was utilized to do the procedure. At this
setting, Terry first performed his first real eye globe extraction. During this time, the Minnesota
State Patrol assisted with transporting the preserved eye globe to the Eye Bank in the Twin
Cities. After this first procedure, he received a letter stating how his assistance was successful
in giving back sight to an individual. It was a “feeling of wow” and inspiring to know that he
helped.
Terry was hired by Harvey Anderson Funeral Homes and moved to Clara City. It was here that
he first became a Lions member at the local club. One of the Club’s members suggested that
the Lions Clubs from the area could possibly create a “pony express” type of delivery service to
bring the eye globes into the Lions Eye Bank. While thinking it was a good idea, he put the
thought aside.
When Terry moved to Willmar, he occasionally removed eye globes, and became a member of
the Willmar Noon Lions. Soon after he became a Noon Lions member there was a stoppage of
the statewide mortuary program. New state government regulations were established on
tissue transplants that led to this decision.
After three years off in doing any procedures, Terry decided to contact the Eye Bank to ask is
there any way he could be of assistance in helping again. After reviewing his file and seeing his
history of performing service, the Lions Eye Bank asked him to take special training to be
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certified in a new procedure that cuts the corneal disk right out of the patient, separate it from
the iris and the other tissue, put it in preservative to get it ready for shipping. He took the
training and began to provide the service locally, but did not have the time to provide the
transportation with the demands from his job.
During this time, the Sioux Falls Lions Eye Bank asked to help relay an extracted cornea in Sioux
Falls to Willmar for a corneal transplant operation. Willmar Noon Lions member Loren Luschen
drove to Marshall to pick up the package and brought it back to Rice Memorial Hospital. These
activities brought about Terry sending out a sign-up sheet of Noon Lion Members that would be
willing to drive on occasion to the Minnesota Lions Eye Bank in the Twin Cities. In addition, the
Lions Clubs from New London, Spicer and Pennock also had members who signed up to take
turns driving. Willmar Noon Lion Member Rick Agman volunteered to be the transportation
coordinator. When Terry performed procedures locally, Rick would call members on the
volunteer list until a person was found to drive to the cities to deliver the cornea to the
Minnesota Lions Eye Bank. This process lasted for several years.
Terry explored another option for transporting corneas into the Twin Cities. Along with a staff
person from the Minnesota Lions Eye Bank they contacted the St. Cloud based company
Executive Express to help provide transportation assistance. The company makes daily trips
into the Twin Cities delivering cliental to the airport. They were already providing
transportation assistance to the American Red Cross. Executive Express was gracious in their
acceptance to assist with transportation needs.
Currently Terry step down from his role in conducting cornea removal procedures. A new
service started up in St. Cloud, with two procurement persons available to cover the Willmar
area. In addition, procurement techs can be sent out to Willmar from the Twin Cites if needed.
With Terry’s leadership, and with the assistance of other local Lion members, our club can be
proud of the on-going program that is currently in place. The events highlighted in this story
has led up to an ongoing program of providing additional corneas to the Minnesota Lions Eye
Bank for transplants and research.
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Other Information:
Club Meetings and Lion Programs
The Willmar Noon Lions meets weekly, on Wednesdays. There are not many clubs that meet
on this weekly basis. Club members take turns in inviting guests to give programs. Assistance
may be given by the Program Chairperson. Through the years there has been a wide variety of
programs that have been given. Area businesses,
organizations and governmental representatives make up
many of the programs. Persons also give programs on
interesting experiences, trips and hobbies. There are also
programs on Lion International programs and projects, as
well as club days to discuss club activities. On occasion
the club has had music performers. On rare occasions the
Club takes field trips to businesses or organizations, such
as the Kandiyohi County Historical Society Museum.
Beginning in 2003, Lion Donn Winckler has kept a list of
club programs, missing only the occasional speaker.
Lions Clubs Sponsored by the Willmar Lions Club (Became the Willmar Noon Lions Club)
 Atwater
 Clara City
 Litchfield
 Raymond
 Spicer
 Ridgewater College Club (no longer active)
 Willmar Twilight Lions Club (no longer active)
 Willmar Nite Lions
 Others? Would be after 1980 when most on the list occurred and were mentioned in
the 40th Anniversary document.
District Governors:
From records that I have seen, I know of three past members of the Club that have served as
District Governors:
 Harold R. Lindell (1951 – 1952)
 Charles Ring (1971 – 1972)
 James R. Christenson (1979 – 1980)
 Dr. John Torkelson (year?)
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Known Melvin Jones and/or Helen Keller Fellowship Recipients (as of 2017):
 Agman, Ruthie
































Bennett, Russell
Rollie Boll
Bonawitz, Bob
Brouwer, Del
Engan, Richard
Fake, Ronald
Falk, Richard
Gates, Larry
Gieseke, Marv
Hanson, Duane
Holwerda, Teresa
Hulstrand, George
Johnson, Cathy
Larson, Rev. Tim

Lawrence, Maynard
Luschen, Loren
Mootz, James
Nyberg, Lyle
Olson, Marv
Paterson, Bill
Peterson, Rolf
Peterson, Wallace
Schmiesing, Milan
Smith, Terry
Thorson, Rick
Vollan, Clark
Winckler, Donn
Jean Raatz
Andy Engan

Note: No records found that would show club members from the clubs early history.

42

This is a sampling of the many
Willmar Noon Lions that have been
honored by various awards
throughout the years.
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Willmar Noon Lions Club
Past Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurers
Organized September 13, 1940
Year

President

Secretary

1940-1941
1941-1942
1942-1943
1943-1944
1944-1945
1945-1946
1946-1947
1947-1948
1948-1949
1949-1950
1950-1951
1951-1952
1952-1953
1953-1954
1954-1955
1955-1956
1956-1957
1957-1958
1958-1959
1959-1960
1960-1961
1961-1962
1962-1963
1963-1964
1964-1965
1965-1966
1966-1967
1967-1968
1968-1969
1969-1970
1970-1971
1971-1972
1972-1973
1973-1974
1974-1975
1975-1976
1976-1977
1977-1978
Year

V.W. Lundquist
C.A. Johnson
C.A. Johnson
Dr. A, J. Schneider
Vernon G. Erickson
Reuben Bengston
Ralph Shepard
Harold R. Lindell
Dr, T. M. Anderson
Tom Davis
Not Recorded
Not Recorded
John C. Lynch
Doaing Bakken
Ralph E. Peterson
A. E. Nordstrom
Einar T. Fridner
Dr. H. Ahrenholz
Willard Linder
Dr. R. L. Gustafson
Wallace Gustafson
Donald Elmquist
Dr. H. Hoglund
Russell Dykema
Wallace Peterson
Paul G. Peterson
Charles R. Ring
Marvin D. Olson
Dr. Duane Hanson
Stuart Bergquist
William Taunton
Dr. Lyle Nyberg
Rolf A. Peterson
Milo Halberg
Kenneth Peterson
James Christenson
Dr. J. W. Torgerson
Vernon A. Raske
President

George W. Odell
George W. Odell
George W. Odell
George W. Odell
George W. Odell
George W. Odell
George W. Odell
George W. Odell
Oliver Barsness
Oliver Barsness
Oliver Barsness
Oliver Barsness
Oliver Barsness
Oliver Barsness
L. E. Hec
L. E. Hec
Rev. E. C. Biller Rev. E. C. Biller
Oliver Barsness
Oliver Barsness
Oliver Barsness
Oliver Barsness ?
Wallace Olson
Wallace Olson ?
Wallace Olson
Wallace Olson
Wallace Olson
Wallace Olson
Wallace Olson
Wallace Olson
Oliver Barsness
Oliver Barsness
Oliver Barsness
Oliver Barsness
Oliver Barsness
Oliver Barsness
Oliver Barsness
Warren Bostrom
Oliver Barsness
E. G. Easton
Oliver Barsness
Gordon Adams
Oliver Barsness
Gordon Adams
Oliver Barsness
Gordon Adams
Oliver Barsness
Einar T. Fridner
Oliver Barsness
Einar T. Fridner
Oliver Barsness
Einar T. Fridner
Oliver Barsness
Einar T. Fridner
Oliver Barsness
Einar T. Fridner
Oliver Barsness
Einar T. Fridner
Oliver Barsness
Einar T. Fridner
Oliver Barsness
Einar T. Fridner
Oliver Barsness
Einar T. Fridner
William Hayden Einar T. Fridner
Edwin A. Hoist
Einar T. Fridner
Edwin A. Hoist
Einar T. Fridner
Edwin A. Hoist
Einar T. Fridner
Edwin A. Hoist
Einar T. Fridner
Edwin A. Hoist
Einar T. Fridner
Secretary
Treasurer
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Treasurer

1978-1979
1979-1980
1980-1981
1981-1982
1982-1983
1983-1984
1984-1985
1985-1986
1986-1987
1987-1988
1988-1989
1989-1990
1990-1991
1991-1992
1992-1993
1993-1994
1994-1995
1995-1996
1996-1997
1997-1998
1998-1999
1999-2000
2000-2001
2001-2002
2002-2003
2003-2004
2004-2005
2005-2006
2006-2007
2007-2008
2008-2009
2009-2010
2010-2011
2011-2012
2012-2013
2013-2014
2014-2015
2015-2016
2016-2017
2017-2018

Roland E. Swenson
Irving Syverson
Richard V. Falk
Allen S. Hillstrom
Gary Evenson
Arthur J. Boylan
Kenneth Danielson
William Thompson
Rev. Phillip Berg
Wilton Croonquist
Patrick J. Curry
Brett Aamot
Mike Nelson
Doug Dunham
Jim Gilman
Darlene Schroeder
Milan Schmiesing
Todd Johnson
Steve Rice
Ron Fake
Connie Spartz
Lynn Jenc
Russ Bennett
Nathan Streed
Val Habinck
Nancy Miller
Bob Bonawitz
Donn Winckler
Maynard Lawrenece
Nancy Stratman
Ruthie Agman
Rev. Tim Larson
Richard Engan
Terry Smith
Cathy Johnson
Rick Thorson
Rollie Boll
Andy Engan
Rick Agman
Chad Primus &
Jonathan Marchand

Edwin A. Hoist
Edwin A. Hoist
Edwin A. Hoist
Edwin A. Hoist
Edwin A. Hoist
Edwin A. Hoist
Edwin A. Hoist
Edwin A. Hoist
Edwin A. Hoist
Edwin A. Hoist
Edwin A. Hoist
Edwin A. Hoist
Edwin A. Hoist
Pat Curry
Pat Curry
Pat Curry
Jim Gilman
Jim Gilman
Jim Gilman
Jim Gilman
Jim Gilman
Jim Gilman
Jim Gilman
Jim Gilman
Jim Gilman
Marv Gieseke
Marv Gieseke
Marv Gieseke
Marv Gieseke
Marv Gieseke
Marv Gieseke
Marv Gieseke
Marv Gieseke
Marv Gieseke
Bridget Neumann
Jean Raatz
Jean Raatz
Jean Raatz
Jean Raatz
Jean Raatz
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Einar T. Fridner
Einar T. Fridner
Einar T. Fridner
Einar T. Fridner
Einar T. Fridner
Einar T. Fridner
Einar T. Fridner
Einar T. Fridner
Einar T. Fridner
Einar T. Fridner
Einar T. Fridner
Gerald Lawton
Ken Warner
Ken Warner
Neil Beitelspacher
Neil Beitelspacher
Terry Pederson
Terry Pederson
Terry Pederson
Terry Pederson
Dan Weiss
Dan Weiss
Dan Weiss
Dan Weiss
Dan Weiss
Russ Bennett
Russ Bennett
Russ Bennett
Russ Bennett
Russ Bennett
Russ Bennett
Russ Bennett
Russ Bennett
Russ Bennett
Jean Raatz
Tim Bailey
Emily Saunders
Jennifer Unterburger
Jennifer Unterburger
Jennifer Unterburger

Examples of Projects the Club Helps Fund

Through the years the Wilmar Noon Lions Clubs have given numerous financial contributions to
local, state, and Lions International supported programs and projects. It is not the intent to list
every donation that has been given, but to highlight some more frequent donations and a since
of other types of donations that are given.

Local:

 Annually the Club pays for eye glasses for children in families with financial needs. In
most years this assistance goes to help around 10 to 20 children.
 Periodically a request is made to help pay for a child’s hearing aid.
 The club annually matches individual club member donations to the Willmar Area Food
Shelf.
 Other Local donations (time and/or money)have gone to:
o The YMCA
o WCT’s Newspapers in Schools
o United Way
o Shelter House
o Ridgewater College Foundation
o Salvation Army
o Babe Ruth Baseball
o Willmar Transit (1999 – 2000)
o Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast
o 2012 Common Chords Event in Willmar with Minnesota Orchestra
o Senior Center (Building is now the Community Center)
o Quest Program – local
o Willmar Athletic Banquet
o Willmar Senior Scholarships
o Willmar School Foundation
o Lions Memorial Park and the Park’s Dog Park
o Let’s Go Fishing
o In 2002, a donation of $900 for Community Christian School for playground
equipment.
o In 2005 $1,100 toward the purchase of a FM system to assist hearing assistance
for a child in need so they could attend the Community Christian School
o Help fund a “Sound Field System for Wilmar Public Schools
o A Willmar bike safety program
o Rice Health Foundation Bike Helmet Fund
o Willmar Senior Network
o Imagination Library
o In 2007 – 2008 year, funding for Dynatron STS Therapy Equipment
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o 2017 Robbins Island Destination Playground community build project
o 2017 Lions Park spring cleaning with Dream Academy students
State/National & International Funding Examples
 Lions Youth Exchange Program
 Deaf & Hard of Hearing Camp
 Lion’s Baseball
 LCIF Disaster Relief – Through the years the Club has given to a number of disaster
assistance needs such as Hurricane Katrina and Haiti Relief.
 Leader Dog, Can Do Canines, and Minnesota Hearing and Service Dogs
 Minnesota Hearing Foundation
 Minnesota Diabetes Foundation
 Minnesota Eye Bank
 Diabetes International Foundation
 Lions Sight First Program
 Lions Kids Sight Program
 Vosh – Minnesota
 Soles4 Souls
 One, Shot, One Life: Lions Measles Initiative
 Equip Africa (Locally started effort to send used computer equipment to Africa)
 Lions Club International Foundation (LCIF)
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Lions Background Information
The following is some information on Lions International Programs, Minnesota Lions Eye Bank
Programs and Minnesota Lions Children’s Hearing Clinic that may have been referred to in this
report. For this section, information from the Lions International website and the Minnesota
Lions Eye Bank website were copied.
Basics:
“Beginning in Chicago in 1917, the association of Lions
clubs has provided millions of people with the opportunity
to give something back to their communities. The
Lions Motto is "We Serve" - doing whatever is necessary
to help our local communities”.
1 Club Meeting on June 7, 2017

WE SERVE" by:
•
•
•
•

Expanding community understanding through meaningful programs,
Provide individual leadership opportunities,
Serving Community needs through our money, time and talents, and
Asking individuals to join in the spirit, fellowship and service to our community.

“Our Vision is "to be the global leader in community and humanitarian service. Our Mission
Statement is "to empower volunteers to serve their communities, meet humanitarian needs,
encourage peace and promote international understanding through Lions clubs."
“Lions Clubs International has over 46,000 clubs and 1.35 million members which makes us the
world's largest service club organization. Lions Clubs are located in 206 countries and
geographic areas”.
“Known for working to end preventable blindness, Lions also participate in a vast variety of
projects important to their communities”.

Lions Clubs International Foundation
“In 1968 Lions Club International established their foundation, Lions Clubs International
Foundation (LCIF) to assist Lions with global and large-scale local humanitarian
projects. Through our Foundation, Lions meet the needs of their local and global communities.
The LCIF helps Lions improve peoples' lives around the world, from combating vision problems
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to responding to major catastrophes to providing valuable life skills to youth. Because LCIF
helps Lions carry out large-scale projects through our grant programs, Lions increase their
impact in their local and global communities and serve even more people in need around the
world”.
“The LCIF grants, on average, $30 million annually. Since it was founded the LCIF has awarded
more than $729 million in grants to fund more than 10,000 projects. In 2007, the LCIF was
named the number 1 non-governmental organization worldwide with which to partner,
according to a Financial Times independent survey”.

Vision Programs:
“In 1925, Helen Keller challenged Lions to become "knights of the blind in the crusade against
darkness" during the association's international convention. Today Lions are recognized
worldwide for their service to the blind and visually impaired. Lions demonstrate their
commitment to sight conservation through eyeglass recycling, sight partnerships, and countless
other sight services. The Lions ambitious "SightFirst I & II Programs has restored sight through
cataract surgeries, prevented serious vision loss and improved eye care services for hundreds of
millions of adults and children”.
Lions KidSight USA is a nationwide program to safeguard the vision of children. The Program is
a coalition of Lions programs that screen preschool and school age kids, concentrating on
children from 6 months to 6 years of age in order create a coordinated national program. Its
mission is to ensure eye screening and follow-up care is given to all kids because every child
deserves to learn and see the world clearly. To do this, we will work with Lions to increase the
number of screening programs around the country in order to reach more children when it is
possible and where it is needed. It is extremely important for young children
to be able to see well to be able to learn well. In addition, approximately
7-15% of kids screened – nearly 4 million – will be referred for a follow-up
exam by an eye-care professional. Approximately 5% of all children in this
age group will have amblyopia, a treatable disorder that can result in
permanently reduced vision when not addressed by an early age. The
screening devices detect risk factors for amblyopia, such as strabismus (eyes that cross or
wander out), refractive errors and unequal vision between the two eyes, and potentially even
more serious issues such as cataracts and eye cancer.
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Collection of Eye Glasses

‘Lions collect approximately 30 million used eyeglasses each year. Lions Eyeglass Recycling
Centers throughout the world process and store recycled eyeglasses. Lions operate voluntarily
with the support of public donations, individual member contributions, and Lions
Clubs International Foundation grants. 100% of public donations to Lions clubs are
used for charitable causes – none go for administrative expenses”.
‘The Journey of Recycled Glasses 1. Lions collect used eyeglasses at various
community locations, such as the local library, banks, schools or optometrists’ offices. 2. Lions
ship the glasses to the nearest Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center where trained volunteers sort,
clean and determine the prescription strengths of the glasses. 3. Lions carefully package the
prepared glasses and store them until they are required for eyeglass-dispensing missions to
developing nations. 4. At the mission site, trained Lion volunteers and eye care professionals
perform vision screenings and dispense the appropriate recycled glasses, free of charge, to
needy children and adults’.

Lions and the University of Minnesota
The Minnesota Lions first formed a partnership with the University of Minnesota’s Department
of Ophthalmology in 1960 when they established the Minnesota Lions Eye Bank. This
partnership, known as the Lions Sight Program, has grown to include the following:
Lions Children’s Eye Clinic. The clinic opened in 1978 and has worked to provide quality service
to infants, children, and teens ever since. With four dedicated pediatric ophthalmologists, the
clinic is the second largest and best-staffed clinic of its kind in the country. More than 8,000
children are seen every year.
Ophthalmology Research and the Lions Research Building. The University of Minnesota’s Lions
Research Building, which opened its doors in 1993, includes a state-of-the-art laboratory where
investigators from the departments of ophthalmology, otolaryngology, and neurology
collaborate with other University departments on research projects.
Minnesota Lions Macular Degeneration Research and Rehabilitation Center (The MAC),
established in 1998 to research the causes of—and cures for—a disease that affects the central
vision and is the leading cause of blindness in the United States. The MAC brings together the
expertise of physicians, the research of various departments around the University, and the
knowledge of those in the medical technology industry. It is a powerful collaboration of
resources dedicated to finding a cure for macular degeneration
Minnesota Lions Fund to Prevent Blindness in Infants and Children. Created in 2010, the Fund
supports infant and children’s eye research, education, and care at the Department of
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Ophthalmology in the University of Minnesota Medical School. The goal of the Fund is to give
every child a lifetime of sight.

Minnesota Lions Vision Foundation
The Lions Sight Program is supported by the Minnesota Lions Vision Foundation, Inc. The Vision
Foundation funds the operating expenses of the Minnesota Lions Eye Bank, their first and
largest project, and provides a board of directors that gives fiscal oversight to the eye bank. The
Foundation partners with Lions of Minnesota, the Minnesota Lions Eye Bank, and the University
of Minnesota to increase public awareness about eye donation.
In addition to their work with the eye bank, the non-profit foundation aids in funding research
projects and equipment for University of Minnesota vision programs and fosters, advances, and
promotes vision-related scientific, educational, or charitable aims and projects of other
individuals or associations. The Foundation also facilitates used eyeglass recycling in
Minnesota.

Hearing Programs
Hearing Aid Collection
Lions collect hearing aids and send them to regional Lions Hearing Aid Recycling Centers. The
centers utilize donated hearing aids in various ways:
• Lions may partner with participating hearing care professionals who refurbish donated
hearing aids to fit the individual needs of the recipient;
• Lions may provide a team of hearing care professionals or volunteers with a supply of
donated hearing aids that have been repaired and refurbished for use during a health care
mission to a developing nation;
• Lions may give donated hearing aids to participating manufacturers who issue credit to the
Lions for all useful parts. This credit value is then applied towards the purchase of new hearing
aids for persons who have limited ability to pay.
Lions clubs and Lions hearing foundations collect thousands of hearing aids each year. Lions
Hearing Aid Recycling Centers utilize donated hearing aids in various ways as a means to
provide hearing aids for those in need. Lions operate voluntarily with the support of public
donations, individual member contributions, and Lions Clubs International Foundation grants.
100% of public donations to Lions clubs is used for charitable causes – no money goes towards
administrative expenses
Minnesota Lions Children’s Hearing and ENT Clinic
“Through generous support of Lions club members, children benefit from advances in care for
children's ear, nose and throat conditions. Welcome to the Minnesota Lions Children's Hearing
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and ENT Clinic at University of Minnesota Masonic Children’s Hospital, one of the country’s
largest pediatric otolaryngology/audiology programs”.
Specialists at the Clinic “provide a number of diagnostic tests and treatment options for
children with hearing loss, including auditory brainstem response testing, hearing
rehabilitation, otoacoustic-emission testing, electrocochleography, electroneuronography,
tinnitus evaluation and vestibular evaluation. There are many exciting technologies on the
market today to help your child hear. Hearing aids, including those that are bone-anchored,
amplify sound for many children. In severe cases, physicians may opt for cochlear implants.
Other treatment options include assistive listening devices and hearing assistive technology”.
Youth Camp and Exchange Program
“The Youth Camp and Exchange Program (YCE) brings the ideal of global citizenship to life. Each
year, this program gives thousands of young people the opportunity to experience life in other
cultures and gain new understanding of the world through travel abroad. Unlike some youth
exchange programs, YCE does not involve academic study or employment. Instead, participants
are encouraged to use this travel opportunity to represent their home countries and share their
own culture while learning about and embracing a new one; forging the way to becoming
young ambassadors for peace and international understanding”.
“YCE is composed of various Lions Youth Exchanges and/or Lions Youth Camps arranged by
Lions clubs around the world”.
“A Lions Youth Exchange, or “host family stay,” can be arranged independent of a
Lions youth camp in hundreds of countries where there are Lions clubs and typically lasts
between four and six weeks.
•
Lions Youth Camps are one or two weeks long and usually include a host family stay
before and/or after the camp”.
•

“Activities for both exchanges and camps can include visits to places of cultural or natural
interest, sporting events, country presentations by participants, guided discussion, and even
engagement in local service projects alongside Lions club members”.
“Lions involved in YCE are committed to:
•
•
•
•
•

Bringing people from different countries into meaningful contact with each other
Exchanging ideas and cultural viewpoints
Promoting international understanding and goodwill
Working towards the goals of world peace and human understanding
Encouraging respect in young people for the thinking of others”

Soles4Souls Organization
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“Soles4Souls” is a not for profit “global social enterprise committed to fighting poverty through
the collection and distribution of shoes”. The organization has collected multi-million pairs of
shoes. These shoes have been distributed in 127 countries, and in all 50 states in the U.S.A.
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Lions Club International Brief History
From Lions Club International’s web site

In 1917, Melvin Jones, a 38-year-old Chicago business leader, told members of his local
business club they should reach beyond business issues and address the betterment of their
communities and the world. Jones' group, the Business Circle of Chicago, agreed.
After contacting similar groups around the United States, an organizational meeting was held on
June 7, 1917, in Chicago, Illinois, USA. The new group took the name of one of the invited
groups, the "Association of Lions Clubs," and a national convention was held in Dallas, Texas,
USA in October of that year. A constitution, by-laws, objects and a code of ethics were
approved.
Within three years, Lions became an international organization. Since then, we've earned high
marks for both integrity and transparency. We're a well-run organization with a steady vision, a
clear mission, and a long – and proud – history.

Beginning in 1917
Melvin Jones asked a simple and world-changing question – what if people put their talents to
work improving their communities? Almost 100 years later, Lions Clubs International is the
world's largest service club organization, with 1.35 million members in more than 46,000 clubs
and countless stories of Lions acting on the same simple idea: let's improve our communities.
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1920: Going International
Just three years after our founding, Lions became international when we established the first
club in Canada. Mexico followed in 1927. In the 1950s and 1960s international growth
accelerated, with new clubs in Europe, Asia and Africa.

1925: Eradicating Blindness
Helen Keller addressed the Lions Clubs International Convention in
Cedar Point, Ohio, USA, and challenged Lions to become "knights
of the blind in the crusade against darkness." Since then, we have
worked tirelessly to aid the blind and visually impaired.

1945: Uniting Nations
The ideal of an international organization is exemplified by our
enduring relationship with the United Nations. We were one of the
first nongovernmental organizations invited to assist in the drafting
of the United Nations Charter and have supported the work of the
UN ever since.

1957: Organizing Youth Programs
In the late 1950s, we created the Leo Program to provide the youth of the world with an
opportunity for personal development through volunteering. There are approximately
144,000 Leos and 5,700 Leo clubs in more than 140 countries worldwide.

1968: Establishing Our Foundation
Lions Clubs International Foundation assists Lions with global and large-scale local
humanitarian projects. Through our Foundation, Lions meet the needs of their local and global
communities.

1990: Launching SightFirst
Through SightFirst, Lions are restoring sight and preventing blindness on a global scale.
Launched in 1990, Lions have raised more than $346 million for this initiative. SightFirst targets
the major causes of blindness: cataract, trachoma, river blindness, childhood blindness, diabetic
retinopathy and glaucoma.

Today: Extending Our Reach
Lions Clubs International extends our mission of service every day – in local communities, in all
corners of the globe. The needs are great and our services broad, including sight, health, youth,
elderly, the environment and disaster relief. Our international network has grown to include over
200 countries and geographic areas.
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